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ABSTRACT

Background: Despite significant expansion, indigenous research
regarding health system still faces challenges in the field of research
application. They include lack of reliable evidence, late arrival of evidence
by policymakers or inappropriate language of evidence related to the field
of knowledge exchange and translation. The aim of this study is to
investigate the status of knowledge translation in research centers of
Kerman University of Medical Sciences.

Methods: This was a cross-sectional study conducted in 2020 in research
centers affiliated with Kerman University of Medical Sciences. Centers
entered the study through census and a standard questionnaire of self-
assessment regarding knowledge-producing organizations was used. It
contained 50 questions in 4 areas of research question, knowledge
production, knowledge transfer and promotion of using evidence. After
collecting and coding, the data were entered into SPSS ,s software and
analyzed using descriptive statistics and non-parametric Mann-Whitney U
test.

Results: 20 clinical research centers and 6 non-clinical centers participated
in this study. Only 3.85 % of the centers scored more than 80 % in total.
Regarding the research question, knowledge production, knowledge
transfer and promotion of using evidence, the mean standard deviation of
scores were 35/85 + 9/93, 31/50 + 7/54, 76/65 + 16/35 and 9/31 + 3/27,
respectively. The best situation was related to knowledge production with
70 % of the score. Findings of the Mann-Whitney U test showed that the
mean of all domains in the two groups were not different.

Conclusion: This study demonstrated a moderate level of knowledge
translation. But, factors such as creating a structure for knowledge
translation committee, considering the process of exchange, translation and
transfer of knowledge in the process of approving student dissertations and
research projects, reviewing research policies and creation of motivational
mechanisms to promote the status of researchers can play an important
facilitating role in achieving the appropriate level of knowledge exchange
and translation.
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